July 15, 2021
ATTORNEY GENERAL RAOUL ISSUES STATEMENT REGARDING ARREST OF HERVIS ROGERS

Chicago — Attorney General Kwame Raoul today joined a coalition of seven attorneys general in issuing
the following joint statement regarding the arrest of Hervis Rogers on charges of voting in the 2020 Texas
Democratic primary while on parole.

"The unwarranted criminalization of Hervis Rogers' error is a grave miscarriage of justice. By casting his
ballot in the 2020 primary, Hervis Rogers was simply attempting to fulfill his civic duty. Now he is potentially
facing decades in prison. As prosecutors, we are given discretion that should be exercised in a prudent
manner. In this case, there is an abuse of discretion that is a clear attempt to intimidate voters, deter
participation, and stoke fears of fictitious voter fraud. Texas is disguising voter suppression as election
security and disenfranchising millions in the process. The voting system needs reforms, not restrictions, and
we stand with all the champions of justice in Texas - including the state's House Democrats - in fighting for
fair and accessible elections. We will continue to do everything in our power to protect and expand voting
rights throughout the nation."

Joining Raoul in today's statement are the attorneys general of Connecticut, the District of Columbia,
Massachusetts, Nevada, New York and Oregon.
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